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1. The Jorth Koveen rallway system after the war was in rather poor operating

candition, and little repeir or new conetruchion has heen undertaken. Because
of the frequent aceidents resulting from old equipment end careless operation,
some slight improvements were made in 1948. such as raplacement of old passen-
ger care with newer models, rewards of food for englneers mainteining regular
schedules, and enforcement of more siringent safaty regulations, On the ather
hand, some %racks were ramoved, imneluding cne alde, anproximately 43.7 kilo-
metere long, of the double track on the Secul-Sinuiju main line betwmsen the
ataticns of Yohyon (126-26, 38-00) and Famch’onjom (176-24, 38-20) %

2, Blectric locomotives are operating on the Tollowing linee:

Chorwen {1927-12, 38-14) to Fumgnigssn (107-22, 38-1B) line; before the
Japsnese surrender o1 the entire iine, but eince then only on the section
Shorwon Lo Changdo-ri (127-40, 33-30).

Seoul=Yousan line, tut only on %he seciion, adont 53.9 kilometers long,
vetween rokkve-ri (1°7-16, 38-96) and lossn-ni (177-P9, 38-50).

Pyongwon line, from Tangdok (126-54, 3%-10) to Ch'onul-11 (1726-48, 33-20),
a digtance of 27 kilomelers.

Manpe main line betwszen Xujang-dnog (1P6-02, 39=52) and Pusong-dong (126-186,
40w 3, & distance ¢f 40 kiloneters; the locomotives use SN0 wolt electrical
aupply .

. An improvement in oreration of steam locometives followed the discovery of
better qualisy coal at the Aoji~dong (130-76. 472-30) mine in North Hamgyong
Province. BEiforis are bsing made %o incresssz the output of this mine.
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4. Jepair facilities mre quite inadequate, although after the war the locomotive
iactories in Chongjin, Hamhunz, Yonsan. Fyongyang, and other centers were
restored to action. Most repair work, bucanse uf the ghortage of parts, has
L0 be don® by cannibalizing other leocomotives, There is mlgo & shortage of
colored gless for signal lightg. North Znresn muthorities have heen trying
¥9_procura suppliaes through purchase from South Xorea and foreign countries,

| | 25%1

5. X higher rellway achool was eatablishzd iu Pronzyang to tratnm rallway tech-
riciang,,in & one-yesar courge. Specially apt students of pro-Soviet orienta-
#on are iraimed at government expencs or may even bo sent to the USSR for
adwnnned treining.  Plens sre vader vy Tor the establiehment of ainilar

schools et Hamhung and Chong Jin.

6. %he deteriorating condition of reilwey lines is exemplified by an sceident
waleh occurred on 22 June 1949, Flerin%s of an unidentified cavalry battalion
{eppremimately forty mea and fifty bolzes ' vers in transit from Wonsan o

Tapgyeng {(126-358, 38-04) when their crder: were changed, and they entrained

for mevement to Ereju {(125-42, 38=-02). The train, conslsting of four freight

cars and %wo locomotives, ovaerturned as 1% waa moving north ¢o Vonean, on &
ridge between P!ongeh'on (127-54, 3:-54) and Ko jo {127-54, 238-58)., The
accldent was ceused by the washing pisy of four plers on the right side of

the bridge as & result of heavy rain:. Only twelve men and ceven horses sur-

vived, all with severe injuries. Traffie on the line was suepended for forty

days, during whieh tima a wooden bridge wis to be dulld 0 replace the concrete

structure.
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Conment. | |tn1s removel begen
in November 1948 and was completed by Fobruary 1949,
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